Herein is described and illustrated a new Aechmea species. Aechmea nigribracteata grows in southern Bahia (Brazil), a region recognised as highly diverse in bromeliads. Aechmea nigribracteata belongs to Aechmea subg. Chevaliera and has completely dentate, blackish floral bracts and petals with two crenate-laciniate ligules.
Introduction
Aechmea includes about 280 species classified into eight subgenera, occurring from Mexico to southern Brazil, Uruguay and northern Argentina (Butcher & Gouda cont. upd., Forzza et al. cont. upd., Smith & Downs 1979) . In the Brazilian Atlantic Forest, the genus is particularly rich and is represented by 140 species (Martinelli et al. 2008, Forzza et al. cont. upd.) .
Within Aechmea, the species with large leaves, rosettes clustered in dense clumps, strobiliform inflorescence, flowers subtended by stiff coriaceous floral bracts, and petals with ligules or callosites are traditionally classified into the Aechmea subg. Chevaliera (Smith & Downs 1979) . In the most updated taxonomic revision, Sousa (2004) presented a treatment of Aechmea subg. Chevaliera comprising 21 species. However, in recent years this number has increased due the description of eight new species (Leme & Siqueira-Filho 2006 , Leme 2009 , Leme & Kollmann 2009 , Leme 2010 , Leme & Kollmann 2011 , Leme et al. 2014 . The general difficulties in sampling species of A. subg.Chevaliera due to their huge rosettes, massive inflorescences, large spines and often epiphytic habits (above 10 meters high) have left many species poorly studied and poorly sampled while other species are probably still waiting for a formal description (Leme & Siqueira-Filho 2006 , Sousa 2004 , Canela et al. 2003 .
In this paper we describe, illustrate, and provide conservation and ecological information on a new species of Aechmea found in southern Bahia, northeastern Brazil.
